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By DOUGLAS L. TURNER 
hi11 i.lu\hlnplon Hurcau 

"" W A S m G T O N  - Rep. John J. LaFalce, D-Town of Tsnawanda, 
6nd the state's two U.S. wnators Wednesday urged the federal De- 
pament  of E n e r e  to :*nmediately halt plans to use the t a k e  
Q n ~ i o  &dimnee Work5 an bwiston as a site for disposal of more 
1~w-level mdimctive uter iah.  The Emwiston facility now ean- 

tains 16,000 toas of byproducts from 
the World War II M a a t t a n  Pro- 
@t to make an  atomic bomb. 
Among the wastes stored there is 
half .the world's known supply of 
radium. 

An Energy Department consult- 
ant had urged that the ordnance 
works become a regional repository 
for low-level nuclear wastes stored 
for the last 25 years at dumps in 
Massachusetts, New Jersey and 
elsewhere in New York. 

The consultant, Bechtel National 
Inc., said collecting the materiak 
there would double the volume of 
wastes in kwiston. But Bechtel 
officials told DOE that the radioac- 
tivity there would increase only 3 
percent if its plans were adopted. 

In a letter to outgoing Energy 
Secretary James B. Edwards, Rep 
LaFalce and Senators Alfronse h" 
D'Amato, R-N.Y., and Daniel Pai- 
rick M D-N.Y., S A D :  

"It for your pclr-wnal 
intervention in this matter . . . West- 
ern New York has borne more than 
its fair share of the state's and the 
nation's hazardous and radioactive 
wasre management burden. " 

A spkesman for DOE said 
Wednesday the agency is not yet 
cormmitt& to carrying orit &chtcils 
plan Charles &horn, a DOE: lau - 
yer nr, Oak Ridge, Tenn , s i i d ,  hoa- 
ever, that the "rfii.ammendations 
are techmcally ,sound " 

"How weU Ihey'U fly from a prr- 
filic., 1 and socio:ogical ~tandt io! ;~t ,  
nokl i~\ knou ' s . 'W~i  ,%horn aclclt.,? 

Tric coilFc=himcn, w i ~ n  h;s e f r  i3 

quenQeon?acts w i t h  DOE;, ucr t 
unauare of the pro~h),saJ untri $1 SlJi 

faced In p r e s  reporb thrtv w e t i , \  
ago 

T)bSC had quietly asked l3.s h41 ' 
for a stuOj nearly e1gii.l r;lor>;ha ag , 
and the coilip,-n> wihi?l;rta*1j its i 

port to KCiE l & c  ; hfhy rtr-or:r;-iti, (' 

g expansion of the b.Kstan faclh- 
~h is 10 mile& narth of Wlaga 

A & nner the T o m  of Porter 
e. 
Referring to the b h t e l  repai ! 

e conp=men said t h y  learneu 
u%U be follow& sson bbg a finni 

report and an env3iironmenl;~l im- 
pact statemmi. 

' 'Whte l ' s  recommendation h a  
generated a great deal of forward 

Uy the  federal  
or the  affwted 

wiston tolnn Councilman Almn 
m i d -  his b r d  has protested 

he expansion have been aduk)lei-1 
the 1tp.rsisIon Village Board and 
Miagara Fa& City Council, hc 

Rep. LaFaice and Senators D'A- 
mato and Moynihan told *retary 
E d w a r d s  t h e  Bechtel p r o w a l  
reprewnls a "sharp depr ture"  
&om what DOE had p re~ous ly  
ma& known about federal plans for 
m e  site. 

&fore this month, it had been 
h&eved that DOE - oprating 
hnder a g . 5  million appropriation 
L pplanaed only remedial work to 
" p u n ?  the materiah already there 
- TPle charge in thinking about 
bwiriton coincidd with the ap- 
Xpohtment of a; new DOE contractor 
to manage the works. Bechtel Na- 
$lioml, a mrkidiafy of the influen- 
h l  W h t e l  Corp., became the 

manager Ckt. 1, 1%1, the 
ng of the first full fiscal year 

of the Reagan administration. 
M h t e l  took over from National 

LeRd Inc.. which had planned to do 
the remedial work. 

As it happens, the deputy energy 
s e c r e t a r y  - t he  department's 
seeond-ranking offlcial - IS W. 
Kenneth Dab%, a former exwutlve 
jin k h t e l  Carp. Other Bwhtel 
alumni in VIE a d m ~ ~ ~ ~ t r a t i o n  in- 
elude Defense Secretary Caspar W 
Wernkrger and Sscrehry of State 
G e o r g ~  P. Shultz. Ener-gy & ~ ~ t ; r r >  
Edwards a nd Depur) Se?,,rr~tarq 
Da'iys plan to resign after the Kin  
2 elwtion 

n';.rional Lead's project in\o:\c.J 
dccor;!amlnatrng and provldrn; fn: 
prmanenl  s."rurcz storage of the. 
exlsriLg dch;-i: - wor ir rnwh s~~1<,11- 
er 1x1 scope and cml then u h a ?  
Bechtc! la [ ? T U ~ ) L I S I R ~  Prcsider,* 
m a r a n ' s  LME p i e  the ordnance 
work5 a new name, tho Nragara 
Fa lh  Storage Slte 

DOE lawyea W h o m  said t he  de- 
prtm.snt's goal 1s to make tha, 
&u~c.rior, facll~ry "much safer. anil 
much nloro secure" thrin it LS no* 
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